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"God Bless My Mother." 

A little child with flaxen hair, 
And sunlit eyes, so sweet and tail, 
Who kneels when twilight darkens all, 
And from whose loving lip* there fall. 
The accents of this simple prater : 
"God blew God bless mj mother I" 
A jouth upon Life's threshold wide, 
Who leaves a gentle mother's side, 
Tet keeps, enshrined within bis breast, 
Her words of warning— still the beat— 
And whispers, when temptation. tried 
"God bless— God bless my mother 1" 
A white haired man who gazes bask 
Along life's weary, furrowed track, 
And sees one face — an angel's now I — 
Hears words of light that led aright, 
And prays with reverential brow : 
"God bless— God bless my mother I" 


Pennsylvania Items. 

I see in my memoranda the 
tint mention is Bister No wag, 
Brethren Menges, Meyers, Mue 
ser, Beibert and a whole host of 
names that takes in the Berlin 
church complete. I intended, I 
suppose, to refresh my memory 
for their kindness, bat I did not 
need any written memorandum 
to bring those pleasant times be- 
fore me. I do not think they 
will ever be forgotten. 

Bnt I believe I have said some- 
thing about this in my last, bnt 
for fear that I may be thought 
forgetful, I will risk another 
mention. For it will take sev- 
eral mentions for me to express 
my true inwardness. 

The No wag family entertained 
us right royally. Even the 
children. Bernard, Walter and 
Oleo had inherited the entertain- 
ing spirit, for onr little Glenn 
was under their charge for two 
days or more, and he was very 
loathe to leave. 

Then if I must keep on and 
speak of the Muasers, Bieberts, 
Mengeses and others whom we 
visited, I will not get through, 
eo yon mast take it all for grant 
ed that it was superlatively en - 
joy able. 

Alter preaching from Saturday 
evening until Wednesday we 
went to Stony Creek. • 

This, too, was only a repeti- 
tion of Meyeradale and Berlin. 
The spirit of hospitality seems 
to be as large and prominent as 
their Alleghauys. 

Here we were the gueet of 
brother Jake Kimmel. Right 
opposite their house and within 
a very short distance, was the 
unfinished and abandoned Bouth 
Penu. R. R. They had com- 
menced and uearly finished a 
tunnel through the mountain. 
Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
have been spent here on this 
road. And there it stands a 
monument of the extravagance 
of these railroad kings, when 
something comes in their way, 
and turns their avarice in anoth- 
er direction. 

On the summit of the mountain 
we were told was a small cem- 
etery, where four murdered men 
were buried. They were colored 
railroad hands that had been 
killed in some drunken gambling 
brawls. 

On the other side of the moun- 
tain was a neat Roman Catholic 
« church built for the benefit of 
the hands while working on the 
road. It u now abandoned. 

On Saturday morning I was 
surprised by our young brethren 
Hilderbrand ol Iowa, Kimmel of 


Stony Greek and Benshoof of 
Johnstown, coming over in their 
shirt sleeves, as if they meant 
business. They were on a tour 
of inspection to the "Big Rock," 
and so had oome that way to in- 
vite me 'along, of course I was 
in for anything in the shape of 
sight seeing, so I was not long 
getting myself divested of all 
superfluity for a tramp on the 
Alleghany. 

Bro. Kimmel was our guide 
and we started off right bravely. 
We soon reached the mountain, 
and from that it was only ten 
minutes walk. As we went 
through the forest, we went in 
Indian file* and our guide soon 
acquainted us with the fact that 
he had found the path. I will 
never attempt to describe an 
Alleghany mountain path. In 
tact we never got off it all the 
time we were on the mountain. 
The path and the other part were 
so much alike that it would call 
out the latent wisdom of an aged 
Indian to distinguish the differ- 
ence, unless the path was the 
thickest with underbrush and 
rooks. 

We walked, and we walked, 
and we continued to walk. 
Walking here meant scrambling 
over rocks and making desperate 
rushes through brush, bushes 
and I don't know what altogeth- 
er. Then we would stop to feast 
on huckleberries, so did not 
notice distance or time After 
this kind of thing had continued 
tor over an hour, we, or our 
guide did, discovered that we had 
missed the rook. 

Then we tried another direc- 
tion, and so for two solid hours 
we tramped over the mountain 
in every direction in search of 
the "Big Rock." But we could 
not find it. At last we came to 
about the place we had started 
Irom. Then our guide went to 
a house tor direction, and he 
coaxed two young ladies to show 
him the way. Boon we reached 
the "Rook." It was a grand 
sight, bnt we were really too 
tired to enjoy it very much. 
The idea of having to scamper 
up and down the nftuntain for 
two hours, when we were only 
about half a mile away was 
rather humiliating. But then it 
was our guide's fault. 

We consoled ourselves with 
the fact that a rock was a mean 
thing to hunt, especially a big 
one. For it would not move, 
while we were all the time on 
the go. We cheered up our 
drooping spirits by making the 
old mountain ring, while we 
sang, "The Rock that is higher 
than I," Although we were 
tired, we enjoyed it highly. 

Our meetings were indeed very 
well attended. Bat we could 
herdlv expect any additions in 
such a short time. 

On Sunday evening, prepara- 
tions were made for a love feast. 
The congregations here have lots 
of enthusiasm. I never was at ft 
love feast that was so largely at- 
tended, where there was so little 
disturbance. Indeed I ought not 
to say that, for there was no 
noise. 

One good feature of all the 
love feasts we attended in Pa., 


was that they were always ready 
on time, and invariable com- 
menced their services before 
sundown. They did not wait 
until it was dark. 

Bro. Knepper officiates at ■ 
love feast very efficiently. The 
ordinances under bis control are 
made impressive and solemn. 
He does not wear every one out 
with long speeches, explanations 
and apologies, that prolongs the 
services away into the night. A 
feast need not be Jong and te- 
dious to be impressive and sol- 
emn. We never knew any dis- 
turbance or confusion when the 
services were made as brief as 
possible. Neither did vie ever 
see a quiet communion where 
the minister wore every one out 
by his too much talking. 

The congregations under Bro. 
Knepper's charge decided they 
wo ild have him ordained to the 
full ministry. They also re- 
quested that the ceremony should 
take place just before the com- 
munion services. Bo the con- 
gregations met on Sunday even- 
ing at 7 o'clock, instead of half- 
past as was intended. 

In the mean time it was sug- 
gested that we should present 
him with a Bible, in giving him 
his charge, as the only creed that 
we do or ever will acknowledge. 
Then the Brethren considered 
that if they got one they would 
get him a good one. So one of 
the beet they could obtain was 
ordered from Philadelphia. 
Then we had it neatly inscribed, 
and sister Nowag made a very 
handsome and appropriate book 
mark. All this was done with- 
out any knowledge or suspicion 
of our brother. 

On Sunday afternoon we in- 
formed him of the wishes of the 
churches. He objected on ac- 
count of hie youth, inexperience, 
etc. But we told bim in this 
instance the church was the best 
judge of his qualifications, and 
they had the only right to select. 
That he as their minister should 
serve them, and if they call him, 
he had no right unless he was 
disqualified through moral or 
spiritual weakness, to refuse. 

We met on the eventful even- 
ing, and there was a strong rep- 
resentation of the churches, and 
the tables were about full. They 
took up the greater part of the 
space in their commodioue meet- 
ing house. The installation ser- 
vices were very solemn, and our 
young brother and sister felt 
deeply. When asked if he 
would now accept the duties and 
responsibilities to which the 
church called him, his answer 
was appropiate and characteris- 
tic, "I am in the hands of the 
church as clay in the hands of 
the potter." Then when the 
new handsome Bible was pre- 
sented him as an expression of 
the confidence of the Brethren, 
and as the only ?reed to which 
he would be expected to cling, 
■ nd as the only authority under 
which the Lord expected him to 
act and work, his pent up feel- 
ings burst out into audible sob- 
bing. It was a service that will 
be ever remembered by all that 
were present. 

We never heard anyone extend 


a more thoroughly Gospel invi- 
tat i ■ >n to the tables than was given 
by ur brother Knepper. He 
saiit these were the Lord's Tables, 
and were intended for the Lord's 
children, and they recognised no 
restriction bnt that which was 
given in the scripture. "Let a 
mac . xamine himself, and so let 
him 'it." 

W >• visited at the home of Bro. 
Josinii Kimmel, and we were 
en ten ined there in accordance 
with r i e general rule in Somerset 
Coul'v. We were very sorry 
we c> 'Id not stay there long 
enough to accept all the invita- 
tions we received. 

We i tud a brief visit again to 
Meyer* ■ ! ale, to gather up our scat- 
tered buggsge and get our little 
Mamie, whorx. we had left in the 
care of Bro. and sister McKinley 
during our visit to Berlin. 

Now we are home again, but 
sadly demoralized in our work. 
After so much dissipation in 
sightseeing, visiting, etc., it is 
hard to gat down to the usual 
routine ol work. 

Edward Mason. 


Day ton, Ohio, . 

Tuesday, June 7th, the Breth- 
ren sold their interest in the 
church property on the corner 
ol Jackson and Van Buren 
streets to the German Baptists 
(Duukardi-j for the insignificant 
sum of five hundred and fifty 
dollars. A compromise!!! The 
following Sabbath we held our 
last service in the memorable old 
church, which will hereafter be 
controled by the Baptist frater- 
nity, who would under no con- 
sideration go (?) to law to de- 
fraud their brethren. 

Monday evening we held onr 
last counsel meeting at the same 
place. At that meeting tbe 
church elected Bro. S. Brum- 
baugh, M. D. trustee, in lieu of 
Bro. C. P. Folkerth, who now 
resides at Los Angeles, Cal. Al- 
so, a committee of nine, was ap 
pointed to look tor a place in 
which the Brethren might con- 
gregate to worship Cod accord- 
ing to the gospel. Said commit- 
tee was to report in a body at 
164 McClure St., the following 
Friday evening, and then and 
there decide upon some place, 
should there be a choice of plac- 
es. For uaturai causes it took 
three separate meetings of that 
committee before a choice was 
made. Subsequently we were 
shown a large upper room (the 
Assembly Hall, in the Dover 
Block, on the south east corner 
of Fifth and Wayne streets) fur- 
nished and prepared. There, by 
the blessing of Cod, tbe Breth- 
ren meet every Sabbath morning 
at 9 ; 80 o'clock for Sabbath 
school and Bervice. 

Behold, how good and pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity ! Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth 
(tbe Dayton Brethren church T) 
Come and see. In Cod we trust, 
8. Kit.uL. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


onr regular meeting day, and af- 
ter the sermon I extended an in- 
vitation, gj x cwne forward fcnd 

desired baptism. They were all 
baptized after the services. Amid 
the tears of friends, the happy 
welcome of the church and the 
joy of angels, they were born of 
the water and we trust of the 
Spirit. Several weeks ago when 
the rain interfered with our ser- 
ies of meetings we cloeed trusting 
in God, knowing that he will do 
the best thing for us. That was 
not the harvest time. It was last 
Sunday. We still trust in Cod, 
and forget not all bia benefits. 

Our love feast on June 2fcth, 
at Mt. Zion, was one of tbe most 
pleasant I ever attended. All 
that participated, enjoyed it. The 
Lord stilt meets with us and does 
ua good. 

Last Sunday, Bro. Daniel Hen- 
ricka preaobed for me at Mt. 
Zion. The members and others 
spoke very highly of his sermon. 
Bro H. is a practical preacher, 
and tears not to tell the truth. 

At North Liberty we placed 
Bro, John W. Meyers in tbe min 
istry. Ue has not yet reached 
the prime of life. He is full of 
enthusiasm, and by applying him- 
self, he will do good work. He 
was formerly a conductor on the 
B. & O. R. R., but will now take 
charge of a Christian train. He 
is entirely practical in judgment, 
and discreet in action. Ue super- 
intends the Sunday School at 
North Liberty, and he does it 
well. 

I have tendered my final res- 
ignation to the North Liberty 
church. I will preach tor them 
until October ; but will quit soon- 
er if a man can be procured to 
take my place. 

A. A, Oober. 


tilenford, Ohio. 
Last Sunday, July 10th, we 
had a glorious time at the Beth- 
el church, Glenford. It was 


Do the good thing which you 
can do, and not stand and do 
nothing because there is some 
other good thing you can't do. — 
Advance. 

There are 198 days ol' fasting 
or abstinence in the Russian 
Church year, and tbey are kept 
as a rule by the working class. 
The Advent Fast is kept very 
strictly. 

Nearly 7, 500 women of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y„ representing all de- 
nominations, recently Bent their 
delegates to the Church ot the 
Messiah, to organize an auxiliary 
to the City Mission Society, 

The Baptist Orphanage and 
the Baptist Home in Philadel- 
phia have each received a legacy 
of f 5,000 under the will of Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick, the widow of the late 
Thomas Kirkpatrick. 

The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, which is 
to hold its centem ial meeting in 
Philadelphia next year, held its 
first meeting in this city in 1789 ; 
and altogether forty-five meet- 
ings have been held in Philadel- 
phia. 

Many a man has never even 
begun to learn tbe alphabet of a 
mother's love until he waB taken 
sick, or lost his property, or was 
forsaken by his friends, or was 
in some sort of trouble ; then, 
beholding the constancy of his 
mother's affection for him, he be- 
gan to pick out the letters, and 
for the first time in his life* spelt 
the word love.— Rev. G. R. Rob- 
bins. 




